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Education-Corporate Partnerships 


Reduced funding for curriculum development and for the purchase of high-quality materials makes it more likely that school boards will enter into agreements that expose students to curricular materials that promote corporate interests.

The Canadian Teachers' Federation believes that materials intended for classroom use should be subjected to rigorous evaluation. Particular attention should be paid to: 
· accuracy and completeness 

· objectivity 

· commercialism 

· bias and stereotyping. 


The names of sponsors of curricular supplements should be stated clearly on all packaging and teacher-directed materials. Skills should be enhanced among school system officials, administrators, teachers, parents and students to assist them in a critical analysis of curricular materials.  
Where CTF Stands 


Successful partnerships are based on sound educational principles and are built on trust and mutual respect between the contracting parties. The Canadian Teachers' Federation believes that for partnerships to be successful, they must be based on the following criteria: 

· Partnerships shall be based on shared objectives and a clear definition of the responsibilities of each party. 

· Partnerships shall not exploit students. 

· Partnerships shall benefit students and staff. 

· The expectations of each partner shall be clearly defined before entering into partnership. 

· Full discussion involving a participating school board, school staff, parent groups and the prospective business partner shall take place before entering into a partnership. 

· Partnerships shall not compromise the goals of public education. 

· Teacher participation in partnerships shall be voluntary. 

· Partnership agreements shall be for a specific period of time. 

· Partnership agreements shall be systematically evaluated. 

· Partnerships shall not be established to compensate for inadequate provincial or local funding for education. 

· Teacher federations should encourage Ministries of Education and school boards to develop, through wide consultation, guidelines regarding corporate involvements in education and to monitor and publicly report on such ventures. 

· Programs of corporate involvement should meet an identified education need, not a commercial motive. 

General Principles 


As partnerships become more common, the following general principles will help to ensure that they succeed: 

· Children, families and public education benefit when the private sector uses its influence to promote economic and social conditions that foster strong public institutions. 

· The role of the private sector in shaping the goals of public policy and public education should not exceed that of any other sector or interest group. 

· Establishing and maintaining an appropriate relationship between public education and the private sector is possible only when schools and systems are democratically governed and receive adequate public funding. 

· Ministers of Education, through consultation with teachers, parents and the community should establish policies and regulations that address private sector involvement in education. 

· Corporate donations of goods and services, including technology, should be distributed equitably
