________________________________________________________________________

Stop Commercial Exploitation of Children (SCEC), Cambridge, MA

Congressional Briefing on Advertising and 
Marketing Trends to Children

January 31, 2003

<<<>>>

This document is available on the Education Policy Studies Laboratory website at

http://www.asu.edu/educ/epsl/CERU/Legislation/CERU-0301-51-RL.doc
________________________________________________________________________

Congressional Briefing On Friday, January 31, 2003, SCEC held a well attended congressional briefing on recent trends in advertising and marketing to children, showing how today’s marketing practices are harmful to children’s health, well-being, and values. Sponsored by Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS) and Senator Joseph Lieberman (D-CT), the briefing was held in the Dirksen Senate Office Building, on Capitol Hill, in Washington, DC. 

The briefing described the scope and depth of the problem with an eye toward establishing a foundation for further examination by Congress and appropriate regulatory agencies of current practices in marketing to children and their effects on children and families. 

The program was moderated by Dr. Alvin Poussaint, director of the Media Center of the Judge Baker Children’s Center. Panelists included: Dr. Susan Linn, Harvard Medical School Psychiatry Instructor; Dr. Michael Brody, Chair of the TV and Media Committee of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; Dr. Dale Kunkel, University of California at Santa Barbara, Washington Center and lead researcher for the National Television Violence Study; Dr. Velma LaPoint, Howard University; Joe Kelly, Dads and Daughters; and Enola Aird, The Motherhood Project at the Institute for American Values. Joan Almon from The Alliance for Childhood was invited to comment. 

Presentations were followed by a question and answer period. Staff from several senate offices expressed interest in working work with SCEC on issues related to marketing to children. 

Click here for full program 

