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COLUMBUS - Charter schools are submitting such poor educational data to the state that lawmakers should demand answers or stop supporting the publicly funded, privately run schools, a nonpartisan state agency reported.

The Legislative Office of Education Oversight in Columbus said 23 of 59 schools it reviewed either didn't report data or reported data on attendance, parent satisfaction or test scores that couldn't be used.

Among the 23 schools were Life Skills of Akron, Summit Academy of Alternative Learners of Akron, Horizon Science Academy of Cleveland, International Preparatory in Cleveland and Life Skills of Cleveland.

None of White Hat Management's five Life Skills schools provided sufficient proficiency test data to the commission. Only one provided parent contact information for a survey of pupils' parents, according to the report.

Mark Krohn, chief operating officer for White Hat, said Wednesday he had not had a chance to review the report. He said the company puts a lot of resources into collecting data.

``If there are problems, as soon as we are notified, we put a process in place to fix them,'' Krohn said. ``We have a long history of operating the right way.''

Krohn said this could be a question of ``terminology,'' or it could be that ``maybe we don't have everything right.''

Lawmakers required the review by the office, which researches education issues for legislators. Charter schools are required by law to submit the information.

The office took proficiency test and attendance information from data already reported to the Department of Education. The office planned to present its 150-page report in a meeting today.

``I wouldn't tolerate that in a traditional public school, and we shouldn't tolerate it in a charter school,'' Rep. Jon Husted, R-Kettering, a charter school advocate, said Wednesday.

``I don't expect them to work magic in a short period of time, but I do expect them to report the facts about how well they're doing so people can make an informed choice about whether to send their child there,'' he said.

The oversight office said the data problems hurt its ability to evaluate schools' performance.

``The most that can be said about the overall academic performance of community schools is that they are doing no better than low-performing traditional public schools with similar demographic characteristics,'' the report said.

The report said some schools had wide discrepancies in attendance and test data. For example, International Preparatory in Cleveland reported test data for only two fourth-graders despite reporting 58 fourth-graders in its attendance records, the report said. School officials did not return messages seeking comment.

The oversight office said lawmakers should require the state to determine why schools are submitting poor data. It also said schools' sponsors should punish schools for late, incomplete or wrong data.

Richard Hronek, superintendent of Summit Academy of Alternative Learners of Akron, was at a loss to explain why his school made the agency's list.

``We follow the same protocol that the state requires (of all public schools) for reporting'' of data, said Hronek, who joined the school in July. ``Our people (who report the information) are trained at the same seminars as everybody else.''

Until Wednesday, Hronek said, he had ``no knowledge that there was anything inaccurate (or incomplete) in our data submission'' involving the Akron school, which has about 80 students in second through eighth grades.

Hronek, who was traveling Wednesday, said he plans to look into the issue as soon as possible.

Some charter school operators argue that they should be judged by enrollment, not test data. If parents are enrolling their children, that should be confirmation that the schools are doing their job.

But Paul Wulff, treasurer in Cuyahoga Falls, said that if charter schools want to operate based on parental satisfaction, then they should have to seek voter approval of levies rather than receive unchallenged funding.

In the beginning, charter school operators were saying they needed four or five years to compete academically with public schools. But Wulff said that isn't working, either.

``We lose around $480,000 a year to charter schools,'' he said. ``Are the kids being helped? If the judge is the results of tests, then it doesn't seem to be working.''
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