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To the Editor: 

As a former certified teacher of history, I read with interest your article "Review of Islam in Texts Causes Furor" (Feb. 19, 2003). (Feb. 19, 2003). But to fully appreciate the significance of the American Textbook Council's report, I need to know the sources of its funding. 

You say that the council "receives financial support from several private foundations," but fail to name them. Later, you cite Chester E. Finn Jr., the president of the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, in praise of this effort by Gilbert T. Sewall, the author of the report. 

Since Mr. Finn has previously written on "The Limits of Peer Review" (Commentary, May 8, 2002), and made clear his advocacy role by saying that Fordham "sees its research mission as engaging in rather than refereeing arguments about education policy," I need to be apprised of conflicts of interest before I judge the merits of Mr. Sewall's work. 

In commerce and medicine, the marketplace of ideas is increasingly occupied by advocacy perspectives, which are bought and paid for while posing as fair inquiry. Since education is a public trust, we should be especially vigilant about the introduction of tainted material. For this reason, I ask that sources of funding be identified whenever possible when reporting research. 

Paul Shaker

Dean

Kremen School of Education and Human Development

California State University-Fresno

Fresno, Calif. 
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